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From: Doug Ruccione
To: Ron Schwartz
Cc: Noah Liben; Reshma Khan; Scott Salmon
Subject: Re: Meeting on One Town One Vote initiative
Date: Monday, June 28, 2021 8:44:24 AM

Good morning & Happy Monday, Mr. Schwartz.

Thank you for your recap. Please be safe and keep us posted!

-
Doug Ruccione
Township Clerk
Clerk's Office
Township of Teaneck 
818 Teaneck Road 
T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Ron Schwartz <rockinron698@yahoo.com> 
To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov> 
Cc: Noah Liben <noah.liben@gmail.com>, Reshma Khan <reshmakhan786@gmail.com>, Scott Salmon
<ssalmon@jmslawyers.com> 
Sent: 6/26/2021 7:45 PM 
Subject: Meeting on One Town One Vote initiative 

﻿ 
﻿ 

Hi Doug: It was a pleasure meeting with you, Bill Rupp Esq. and John Shahdanian Esq. at your office
on 6/16. Present at the meeting for one town one vote were myself, Scott Salmon Esq., Noah Liben, and
Reshma Khan. The following is a summary of my notes of what transpired at the meeting: 
1-You agreed that the 10% figure under the statute for the amount of signatures needed to put the
initiative on the ballot was 791; 
2-Although The meeting had been called initially for you to give comments and suggestions regarding
the live and electronic petitions being used by our group, the town attorney indicated that you could not
give us any legal advice in this regard; 
3-You advised that the latest date to get the petitions to the county clerk for placement on the ballot
would be the end of August; 
4-We advised you that we were obtaining both electronic and live signatures on our petitions in
accordance with the governors executive order; 
5-We agreed that the last date to obtain electronic signatures would be July 4, 2021. We indicated we
would close down our electronic voting link on July 3; 
6-You asked a question regarding how electronics signatures could be verified since you had never
done this before. Our response was that the executive order did not require a verification of the
signatures, only verification that there is a registered voter by that name at the address provided. We
indicated also that we verified by requiring the signer to provide a valid email address; 

Sent from my iPhone 
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This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged and confidential and may be considered 
advisory, consultative and deliberative material under OPRA. This communication is intended solely
 for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email
 in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is
 intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not
 disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have
 received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. If you are not the intended recipient
 you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of
 this information is strictly prohibited. 
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Scott Salmon

From: Ron Schwartz <rockinron698@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 8:29 AM
To: Doug Ruccione
Cc: Noah Liben; Reshma Khan; Scott Salmon
Subject: ONE TOWN ONE VOTE

 Hi Doug: It was a pleasure meeting with you, Bill Rupp Esq. and John Shahdanian Esq. at your 
office on 6/16. Present at the meeting for One Town One Vote were myself, Scott Salmon Esq., 
Noah Liben, and Reshma Khan. The following is a summary of my notes of what transpired at the 
meeting: 
1-You agreed that the 10% figure under the statute for the amount of signatures needed to put 
the initiative on the ballot was 791; 
2-Although the meeting had been called initially for you to give comments and suggestions 
regarding the live and electronic petitions being used by our group, the town attorney indicated 
that you could not give us any legal advice in this regard;  
3-You advised that the latest date to get the petitions to the county clerk for placement on the 
ballot would be the end of August; 
4-We advised you that we were obtaining both electronic and live signatures on our petitions in 
accordance with the governors executive order; 
5-We agreed that the last date to obtain electronic signatures would be July 4, 2021. We 
indicated we would close down our electronic voting link on July 3; 
6-You asked a question regarding how electronic signatures could be verified since you had 
never done this before. Our response was that the executive order did not require a verification of 
the signatures, only verification that there is a registered voter by that name at the address 
provided. We indicated also that we verified by requiring the signer to provide a valid email 
address; 

7- Bill Rupp asked if the 25% requirement contained in assembly bill 5404, passed in 2019, 
applied to this petition rather than the 10-15% of NJSA40:69A-185. We responded that that 
amendatory statute only pertained to a change in the whole form of government from non-
partisan to partisan and not to a mere change in the date for election of  the council. Scott 
Salmon indicated that that statue had not even been raised by any of the parties in the litigation 
that had followed a similar successful initiative in Ridgewood last year. 

8-You requested that we file our petitions as early as possible as you anticipated that your office 
would have a lot of work to do with the CCA petition coming in as well. We responded that we 
planned on filing shortly after the July 4th holiday.  

Thanks again for the meeting! Ron 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Ron Schwartz
To: Doug Ruccione
Cc: Noah Liben; Reshma Khan; Scott Salmon
Subject: Meeting on One Town One Vote initiative
Date: Saturday, June 26, 2021 7:45:51 PM

﻿
﻿

Hi Doug: It was a pleasure meeting with you, Bill Rupp Esq. and John Shahdanian Esq. at your office on 6/16.
Present at the meeting for one town one vote were myself, Scott Salmon Esq., Noah Liben, and Reshma Khan. The
following is a summary of my notes of what transpired at the meeting:
1-You agreed that the 10% figure under the statute for the amount of signatures needed to put the initiative on the
ballot was 791;
2-Although The meeting had been called initially for you to give comments and suggestions regarding the live and
electronic petitions being used by our group, the town attorney indicated that you could not give us any legal advice
in this regard;
3-You advised that the latest date to get the petitions to the county clerk for placement on the ballot would be the
end of August;
4-We advised you that we were obtaining both electronic and live signatures on our petitions in accordance with the
governors executive order;
5-We agreed that the last date to obtain electronic signatures would be July 4, 2021. We indicated we would close
down our electronic voting link on July 3;
6-You asked a question regarding how electronics signatures could be verified since you had never done this before.
Our response was that the executive order did not require a verification of the signatures, only verification that there
is a registered voter by that name at the address provided. We indicated also that we verified by requiring the signer
to provide a valid email address;

Sent from my iPhone
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Page 1 of 2

2021 DIRECT PETITION TO MOVE THE DATE 
OF MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE TOWNSHIP OF TEANECK 

To the Municipal Clerk of the Township of Teaneck: 

I, the undersigned, registered voter of the Township of Teaneck, Bergen County, New Jersey, hereby
request that the following question to change the municipal charter of the Township of Teaneck, be
submitted to the electorate for a vote in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:69A-25.1, at the general election
which next follows the submission of this petition: 

Shall the charter of the Township of Teaneck, governed by the Council-Manager Plan of the 
Optional Municipal Charter Law, be amended, as permitted under that plan, to provide for the
holding of nonpartisan general elections in November pursuant to the Uniform Nonpartisan
Elections Law? 

I, the undersigned, registered voter of the Township of Teaneck, Bergen County, New Jersey, further
recommend that the following interpretive statement be submitted to the voters along with the question: 

Interpretive Statement: The Township of Teaneck currently holds its nonpartisan 
municipal elections in May. This ballot question asks the voters whether they want to adopt
nonpartisan elections that would be held in November instead of May. If the voters say 
“Yes,” candidates for Township Council will appear on the November election ballot
without any political affiliation and there will be no primary election for candidates for
Township Council. In additions, there will be clear separation on the general election ballot 
in November between the nonpartisan candidates for Township Council and the partisan 
candidates nominated by a political party for any other public office. A “No” vote will
result in the continuation of nonpartisan elections to be held in May. 

COMMITTEE OF PETITIONERS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-186: 
1. Loretta Weinberg, 9 Millay Court, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
2. Theodora Lacey, 168 Stuyvesant Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
3. Jeremy Lentz, 493 Cumberland Ave., Teaneck, NJ 07666 
4. Teji Vega,1118 Falmouth Ave., Teaneck, NJ 07666 
5. Reshma Khan, 108 Audubon Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666  

Doc ID: 5defea48ee482ecc3a7818761902799fe72e342f
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Page 2 of 2

Explanatory Statement from the Committee of Petitioners: 

Due to the public health emergency caused by COVID-19, Governor Murphy issued 
Executive Order No. 132 on April 29, 2020 which allowed for the submission of initiative
and referendum petitions electronically. On January 25, 2021, Governor Murphy issued 
Executive Order No. 216, which reaffirmed that initiative and referendum petitions can be
submitted electronically. In the interest of public safety and to limit unnecessary person-
to-person contact, the Committee of Petitioners prepared this electronic petition. A website
was built using technology to keep the internet connection secure and safeguard the
transmission of the petition. The electronic petition was embedded into the website using 
software which allows for electronic signatures that are legal, trusted, and enforceable. The
e-signature process is tracked securely and recorded in an audit trail, which provides clear
evidence for each signature so that it can be proven the petition was signed and who signed 
it. Copies of e-signed petitions are automatically sent to the signer and to the Committee
of Petitioners. 

I, the undersigned, registered voter of the Township of Teaneck, Bergen County, New Jersey, 
acknowledge having read the entire petition including the question and interpretive statement appearing
on the first page. 

Signature: 
Name: 
Address: 

COMMITTEE OF PETITIONERS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-186: 
1. Loretta Weinberg, 9 Millay Court, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
2. Theodora Lacey, 168 Stuyvesant Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
3. Jeremy Lentz, 493 Cumberland Ave., Teaneck, NJ 07666 
4. Teji Vega,1118 Falmouth Ave., Teaneck, NJ 07666 
5. Reshma Khan, 108 Audubon Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Charelle Hanley

Charelle Hanley

Doc ID: 5defea48ee482ecc3a7818761902799fe72e342f
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Audit Trail

Title


File Name


Document ID


Audit Trail Date Format


Status

TEANECK ONE TOWN ONE VOTE

Teaneck Petition - Electronic v3.pdf

5defea48ee482ecc3a7818761902799fe72e342f

MM / DD / YYYY

Completed

06 / 14 / 2021

15:51:01 UTC

Viewed by - (34ms.han@gmail.com)

IP: 100.35.243.56

06 / 14 / 2021

15:53:15 UTC

Signed by - (34ms.han@gmail.com)

IP: 100.35.243.56

The document has been completed.06 / 14 / 2021

15:53:15 UTC
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29 July 2021 

 

Loretta Weinberg, 9 Millay Court, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Theodora Lacey, 168 Stuyvesant Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Jeremy Lentz, 493 Cumberland Ave, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Teji Vega, 1118 Falmouth Ave, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

Reshma Kahn, 108 Audubon Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

 

RE: 2021 Direct Petition to Move the Date of Municipal Elections in the Township of 

Teaneck     

  

On July 9, 2021, your Committee of Petitioners, which includes Loretta Weinberg, 

Theodora Lacey, Jeremy Lentz, Teji Vega and Reshma Khan (hereinafter “Committee”) 

submitted a document to my office entitled “2021 Direct Petition to Move the Date of 

Municipal Elections in the Township of Teaneck” (hereinafter referred to as “Petition”). 

The Petition was accompanied by supporting documents including both electronic and 

handwritten signature pages.  Before my office conducted its review of the sufficiency of 

the Petition, we determined that the Committee submitted a total of 1,350 signatures in 

support of the Petition. 225 signatures were electronic, and 1,125 signatures were 

handwritten. 

 

 The Petition states the following: 

 
To the Municipal Clerk of the Township of Teaneck: 

I, the undersigned, registered voter of the Township of 

Teaneck, Bergen County, New Jersey, hereby request that 

the following question to change the municipal charter 

of the Township of Teaneck, be submitted to the 

electorate for a vote in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:69A-

25.1, at the general election which next follows the 

submission of this petition: 

 

Shall the charter of the Township of Teaneck, governed 

by the Council-Manager Plan of the Optional Municipal 

Charter Law, be amended, as permitted under that plan, 

to provide for the holding of nonpartisan general 

elections in November pursuant to the Uniform 

Nonpartisan Elections Law? 

 

I, the undersigned, registered voter of the Township of 

Teaneck, Bergen County, New Jersey, further recommend 

that the following interpretive statement be submitted to the 

voters along with the question: 

 

Interpretive Statement: The Township of Teaneck 

currently holds its nonpartisan municipal elections in May. 

This ballot question asks the voters whether they want to 

adopt nonpartisan elections that would be held in 

November instead of May. If the voters say “Yes,” 

candidates for Township Council will appear on the 
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November election ballot without any political affiliation 

and there will be no primary election for candidates for 

Township Council. In additions, there will be clear 

separation on the general election ballot in November 

between the nonpartisan candidates for Township Council 

and the partisan candidates nominated by a political party 

for any other public office. A “No” vote will result in the 

continuation of nonpartisan elections to be held in May. 

 

The Petition also lists the Committee members and references N.J.S.A. 40:69A-186.    

For the reasons that follow, my office is unable to certify the Petition as submitted 

and will issue a Certification of Insufficiency pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-187. 

 

1) The Number of Signatures Submitted is Insufficient 

Initially, for any petition or initiative, my office is required to determine what number 

of signatures is required.  The Petition states that it is being submitted “in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 40A:69A-25.1” which statute is entitled “Amendment of Charter to provide for 

alternate elections”  Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:69A-25.1(a)(2), “the petition submitting 

the ordinance to the municipal council … shall be signed by a number of the legal voters 

of the municipality equal in number to at least 25 percent of the total votes cast in the 

municipality at the last election at which members of the General Assembly were 

elected.”  

 

In Teaneck, the last election at which members of the General Assembly were elected 

was in 2019.  There exists a legitimate question of what the statute means by the “total 

number of votes cast” but giving the statute the most liberal reading possible, the best 

reading for the Committee would be based on the total ballots cast for assembly 

candidates only, which figure was 7908.  Thus, the total number of signatures required to 

submit an initiated ordinance pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:69A-25.1 is 25% of 7908 or 1977 

signatures.   

 

As set forth in my initial paragraph to this letter, the Committee has submitted 1,350 

signatures in total.  As a baseline number, that figure is insufficient.  However, 

notwithstanding same, and to provide the Committee with further direction, my office has 

reviewed all of the signatures that were submitted and provides the following guidance.  

  

First, the electronic signatures submitted by the Committee are all invalid.  The basis 

for the acceptance of electronic signatures was set forth in Executive Order 132, which 

was effective April 29, 2020, which was modified by Executive Order 216 on January 25, 

2021, and which was terminated by Executive Order 244 on June 4, 2021.  Executive 

Order 244, which terminated the Public Health Emergency, was supplemented by PL 

2021, C. 103, which provided for a thirty-day expiration period for all previously enacted 

Executive Orders.  Thus, as of July 4, 2021, the relaxation of petition requirements, which 

permitted my office to accept electronic signatures, ended.  As the Committee was on 

notice from the June 4, 2021, expiration that a 30-day extension existed and did not submit 

any electronic petitions until July 9, 2021, my office is unable to accept them, and they 

are all deemed invalid. Furthermore, of the 225 electronic petitions submitted, 13 petitions 

were not fully completed (missing printed name, address, signature), 5 petitions contained 

information not corresponding with voter registration information (name, address), 2 

petitions were signed by non-registered voters of the Township, and 11 petitions had 

duplicate signatures (either signing both a hard copy & electronic copy, or two electronic 

copies). 
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Further, my office has also reviewed all of the remaining handwritten petition 

signatures, which total 1,125.  Of those signatures, I have determined that 653 are valid 

and legal signatures.  The rejected signatures were invalid for one or more of the following 

reasons: 97 signatures were from non-registered voters or registered voters not residents 

of the Township, 322 signatures contained information that did not correspond with the 

voter’s registration information, 39 signatures were not fully completed, 9 signatures 

contained illegible information, and 5 duplicate signatures. 

 

The Committee has previously asserted to me that it is only required to submit 791 

signatures.  The Committee has stated that said figure is based on 10% of the votes cast 

for the General Assembly in 2019 (7908 x 10%).    It appears that the Committee, although 

citing to a different statute on the actual Petition, now wants to rely upon N.J.S.A. 40:45-

7.1, which is the “Uniform Nonpartisan Election Law.” Pursuant to that statute, the 

minimum number of signatures would be for an initiated ordinance pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40:69A-184.  There exists a legitimate question as to what the Uniform Nonpartisan 

Election law statute means by the “total number of votes cast” but giving the Committee 

the most liberal reading possible, the lowest number of signatures that the Committee 

would have to produce would be based on the total votes cast for assembly candidates 

only, which number was 7908.   

 

As noted, the 10% figure that the Committee has claimed is applicable comes from a 

statute other than what is cited on the Petition. Nevertheless, even utilizing the 

Committee’s calculations, the number of valid signatures submitted (653) is below their 

asserted threshold (791) and the Petition would be deemed insufficient. 

 

As the number of valid signatures (653) is far below the aforementioned 25% 

requirement or the petitioners own stated requirement, my office need not resolve which 

Statute the Petition operates under at this time and the Petition will be certified as 

insufficient at the next meeting of the Township Council which will be held on August 

10, 2021. 

 

2) The Form of the Petition is Insufficient 

In addition, although the Petition is insufficient based on the number of signatures 

submitted, we also note the following additional deficiency to help the Committee in 

the event they seek to cure same.  To wit, if the Committee is relying upon N.J.S.A. 

40A:69A-184, the form of the Petition is defective.  The Petition is in the form of a 

question, which is an incorrect format.  It must be in the form of an ordinance and 

“shall contain the full text of the proposed ordinance.” See, N.J.S.A. 40:69A-186.   

 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.  40:69A-189, the Committee may amend the Petition at any 

time within ten days from this Notice of Insufficiency. 

 

Respectfully, 

Doug Ruccione, Township Clerk of the Township of Teaneck 
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From: Shana Dworken <shanad.twt@gmail.com> 
To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov> 
Sent: 8/9/2021 1:09 PM 
Subject: Re: OTOV signature - Shana Dworken 

Thank you, are you able to tell me why? I didn't have my middle initial, is that the reason? Because
otherwise it's my standard signature so I'm not sure. I resigned with my middle initial so if there's still a
problem will you be able to let me know? I vote by mail and have not had an issue with my signature
matching.

Thank you,
Shana Dworken

Follow Teaneck Women Together on Facebook and Instagram!

On Mon, Aug 9, 2021, 12:26 PM Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov> wrote:
Good morning, Shana. Thank you for reaching out.

Your signature was invalid as it did not compare to your signature on your voter registration form.

-
Doug Ruccione
Township Clerk
Clerk's Office
Township of Teaneck 
818 Teaneck Road 
T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Shana Dworken <shanad.twt@gmail.com> 
To: <druccione@teanecknj.gov> 
Sent: 8/7/2021 9:00 PM 
Subject: OTOV signature 

Hi Doug,

It was nice meeting you the other day. My signature was rejected from the first One Town One Vote
petition and I'm not sure why. I saw my signature and it looks like my standard signature. Would you be
able to tell me why it was rejected?

Thanks so much,
Shana Dworken
1009 Garrison Ave

Follow Teaneck Women Together on Facebook and Instagram!

This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged and confidential and may be considered 
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advisory, consultative and deliberative material under OPRA. This communication is intended solely
 for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email
 in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is
 intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not
 disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have
 received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. If you are not the intended recipient
 you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of
 this information is strictly prohibited. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged and confidential and may be considered 
advisory, consultative and deliberative material under OPRA. This communication is intended solely
 for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email
 in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is
 intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not
 disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have
 received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. If you are not the intended recipient
 you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of
 this information is strictly prohibited. 
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Township Clerk
Clerk's Office
Township of Teaneck 
818 Teaneck Road 
T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Salah Shabbir <salah@printfacility.com> 
To: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov> 
Sent: 8/17/2021 1:33 PM 
Subject: Re: Signed Petition 

I signed in the first round and my signature was rejected.
I need to know why my signature was rejected.

 

Regards
 
Salah Shabbir

From: Doug Ruccione <druccione@teanecknj.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 1:17 PM
To: Salah Shabbir <salah@printfacility.com>
Subject: Re: Signed Petition
 
Good afternoon & thank you for touching base!

Did you sign the original submission or the amendment, or both?

-
Doug Ruccione
Township Clerk
Clerk's Office
Township of Teaneck 
818 Teaneck Road 
T. 201-837-1600, Ext. 1028

Like us on Facebook! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Instagram! @TeaneckNJgov
Follow us on Twitter! @TeaneckNJgov

From: Salah Shabbir <salah@printfacility.com> 
To: "clerk@teanecknj.gov" <clerk@teanecknj.gov> 
Sent: 8/17/2021 1:09 PM 
Subject: Signed Petition 
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Dear Mr. Ruccione,

I signed the petition in favor of allowing the voters to decide whether or not we would like our
municipal elections moved from May to November thereby increasing voter participation in the
decision-making process.  I'm in support of this referendum being on the ballot this November.
Would you please let me know immediately if my signature was invalidated? 
I will sign the petition again.

Sincerely

Salah Shabbir
425 Glenwood Ave
Teaneck, NJ 07666

This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged and confidential and may be considered 
advisory, consultative and deliberative material under OPRA. This communication is intended solely
 for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email
 in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is
 intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not
 disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have
 received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. If you are not the intended recipient
 you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of
 this information is strictly prohibited. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged and confidential and may be considered 
advisory, consultative and deliberative material under OPRA. This communication is intended solely
 for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email
 in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is
 intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not
 disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have
 received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. If you are not the intended recipient
 you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of
 this information is strictly prohibited. 
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Exhibit F   
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